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FACT SHEET 

Constructing private dams & works on & off 
waterways 

 
Do I need a licence to build a new dam or 
construct works?  
 
If you propose to construct a dam (or other structure 
such as a weir) on a waterway which will be used to 
take, use, convey or store water you are required by 
law to apply for a licence to construct works.  
A waterway includes a river, creek, natural channel or 
dam with a catchment of 60 hectares or greater. 
Generally you will be required to make application to G-
MW for a waterway determination prior to submitting 
your application for a Works Licence. 
Depending on the proposed size of the dam, you may 
also need a licence to construct and operate a dam 
which is not located on a waterway if it is considered 
large or potentially hazardous due to its size or capacity 
being: 
5 metres high with a capacity of 50 megalitres or more; 
or 
10 metres high with a capacity of 20 megalitres or 
more; or 
15 metres high, regardless of the capacity. 
You do not need a licence to construct a dam that is to 
be used only for domestic and stock purposes as long 
as the dam is not located on a waterway.  
 
What should I consider before I decide to 
construct a new dam? 
 
You should contact G-MW if you are considering 
constructing a dam or undertaking works on a waterway 
to discuss your proposal and the potential licensing 
requirements.  
If the dam is to be used for irrigation or commercial 
purposes, you will be required to apply for a Licence to 
Take and Use Water whether the dam is on a waterway 
or not and regardless of its size. The extraction of water 
from all river basins in Victoria is capped.  This means 
that entitlements cannot be issued under a new licence.   
In some areas, you may be able to purchase existing 
entitlements from another licensee who does not wish 
to utilise their full entitlement volume.  Prior to deciding 
whether or not to construct a dam you should fully 

investigate the likelihood of obtaining a water 
entitlement in your area. 
The Licence to Take and Use Water and water 
entitlement must be obtained prior to the construction of 
a new dam as you may be required to incorporate 
particular works relating to the take and use of water 
into the dam’s construction. It is highly recommended 
that you also contact your local Council to ascertain if 
you require any planning permit for your proposed dam. 
 
Who is responsible for the safety and 
maintenance of private dams? 
 
Private dam owners are legally responsible for the 
safety of their dams and any damage the dam may 
cause if it fails. If you intend to construct a new dam on 
your property, you will be required to undertake regular 
inspection and maintenance to keep the dam in good 
order. 
 
 
Do I need a Works Licence to carry out 
maintenance or clean out my existing dam?  
 
You should contact G-MW prior to commencing work to 
ensure the works you are proposing do not require a 
licence.  
You can carry out routine maintenance works on a dam 
without requiring a licence providing the works are 
limited to: 
Clearing  out weeds 
Removing vegetation from the dam wall 
Minor works to repair erosion damage on the crest, 
embankment or spillway up to 1,000mm in the dam wall 
(apart from vertical in the spillway crest) providing the 
back fill is compacted appropriately.  
Maintenance of the compensation pipe or trickle pipe 
Any works that put at risk the integrity of the dam, weir 
or other structure will require a works licence and are 
not considered routine maintenance. This type of work 
includes: 
Any alteration to the capacity or wall height 
Modification of the crest, spillway, compensation pipe or 
trickle pipe 

In most cases, you must obtain a licence to construct a dam or other works on a waterway and in some 
cases you will need a licence to construct an off-waterway dam. 
 
You should contact us on 1800 013 357 if you are considering constructing or undertaking works on a 
dam to discuss your proposal and the potential licensing requirements. 



Reconstruction of the dam wall due to damage  
Repairs that result in a disturbance to the embankment 
– such as removing a section of the embankment to 
replace or repair a compensation pipe or trickle pipe.  
 
When can I commence construction?  
 
If your application to construct a private dam/ other 
works is approved, you can commence construction of 
the licensed works. The construction licence is valid for 
12 months from the date of issue, after which it will 
expire. The proposed dam or other works must be 
completed before the expiry date.  
 
The licence will include a list of conditions that you and 
your chosen contractor or engineer must read and be 
aware of before you commence the works. The licence 
conditions will vary depending on the proposed use, 
location, size and type of dam you intend to build. 
 
When construction is complete do I need to 
obtain an Operating Licence for the dam? 
 
By law, many dams require an Operating Licence. This 
include dams that are: 
Situated on waterway regardless of size 
5 metres high with a capacity of 50 megalitres or more; 
or 

10 metres high with a capacity of 20 megalitres or 
more; or 
15 metres high, regardless of the capacity. 
 
An operating licence requires that dam owners prepare 
a surveillance plan which will usually also require the 
periodic inspection of the dam by a qualified engineer.  
In addition, dam owners must hold an emergency 
management plan to be implemented in the event of a 
dam failure or other structural deficiency.  
 
Where can I get more Information? 
 
You should contact us on 1800 013 357 to discuss your 
proposal with one of our Licensing staff. You can 
download a copy of the application form for a Licence to 
Construct Works from our website:  
www.g-mwater.com.au  
 
An excellent source of information for prospective dam 
owners is the Department of Sustainability and 
Environment’s publication “Your dam, your 
responsibility – A guide to managing the safety of farm 
dams”. Contact us to arrange for a copy to be sent to 
you or download at: 
https://www.water.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/001
7/54251/Your-dam-Your-Responsibility-2018-05-19-
digital-version-.pdf

 
 


